Immunohistochemical demonstration of nitric oxide synthase (NOS) in the normal rat pituitary gland, estrogen-induced rat pituitary tumor and human pituitary adenomas.
Nitric oxide synthase (NOS) immunoreactivity was examined in normal rat anterior pituitary glands, estrogen-induced rat pituitary tumors and human pituitary adenomas using a polyclonal antibody reacting with all three isoforms of NOS in both species. It was found that NOS immunorectivity in pituitary glandular cells is stronger in rat experimental pituitary tumors than in normal pituitaries. NOS immunoreactivity is also detectable in all but two human pituitary adenomas and seems to negatively correlate with microvascularization.